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Hello and welcome to the Volunteering, Clubs and Societies Awards 2020.
This is our annual celebration of all the hard work that the clubs and societies of
Glasgow and their members have undertaken over the past academic year.
With the highest nominations submitted to date, there was tough competition
across the board, to be nominated is such a fantastic achievement, so well done
to you all for being here this evening.

This year has seen some fantastic things happen as each week there is
something new and innovative from different groups across campus
encouraging more and more students to get involved. From supporting one of
our charity societies to furthering academic studies through our academic ones
or even getting active with some of our lifestyle-based societies, there has been
something for everyone. As with every year being part of society is not always
the easiest commitment, however, seeing the resilience of some societies has
been one of the greatest privileges I've had this year. The group and individual
efforts that have gone into every bake sale, meeting, screening, dinner,
workshop, panel, social or event has been exemplary and highlights the
importance of experiencing more than a degree during your time at University.

However, tonight is all about you, the nominees, so sit back and relax while you
hear about some of the fantastic work that has happened so far this year. Enjoy
it, you deserve it.

LG
Kirsty Summers

Vice-President Student Activities
Glasgow University Students’ Representative Council
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1.00PM -1.30PM
- Arrival and Drinks Reception -
1.30PM - 8.30PM
- Introduction to the Awards Evening and First Half of Awards -
GU Club & Society Volunteering - Community Outreach
GU Club or Society Event of the Year
GU Club or Society Working Together Award
GU New Club or Society of the Year
GU Campus Volunteering - Student Community
GU Club or Society Member of the Year
8.30PM - 9.30PM
- Dinner with Entertainment from GU A Cappella Society -
9.30PM - 10.10PM
- Second Half of the Awards -
GU Club or Society Charitable Giving Award
GU Club or Society Best Campaign of the Year
GU Volunteer & World Changer of the Year

GU Club or Society of the Year
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GU BASKETBALL GLUB’S SOCIAL OUTREAGH PROGRAMME

This year saw the take-off of Glasgow University Basketball Club’s Social Outreach
Programme. The programme aims to encourage young people from Govan to play
basketball, get into the sport and think about higher education. Working with P5's
to S4's it covers a variety of age groups and levels of ability. Volunteers from the Men
and Women'’s basketball teams, along with other keen members of the basketball
community trained up over 20 basketball coaches/volunteers. These volunteers go out
and provide weekly coaching hosting tournaments and events for over 350 kids in the
Govan area. These kids have improved their basketball abilities massively and have
even had the opportunity to compete wearing Glasgow university strips. The positive
impact goes beyond the court as many of the kids impacted by this programme are
given an insight into further education.

STAR

Student Action for Refugees run a weekly conversational club with refugees and
asylum seekers based at the nearby Maryhill Integration Network. Volunteers are
made up of Glasgow University students and the aim is for refugees and asylum
seekers from the local area to practice and improve their English skills, as well as meet
new people and create friendships. STAR have also been heavily involved in several
campaigns across the year including the ‘No Evictions Campaign’, ‘Equal Access’, ‘15
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by 30 campaign’, and petitioned for the refugee family reunification bill. On top of all
that, they are currently in discussion with the University to see if becoming a University
of Sanctuary would be possible. In doing so, they have started the conversation to
make the University as welcoming and accessible for refugees as possible.

SAVE A BABY'S LIFE

Across the year this society has been campaigning and raising awareness on how
to save lives. This year over 80 students have taken part and trained in aoffiliation
with the Royal Lifesaving Society UK to become a community instructor. This training
allows students the opportunity to teach paediatric first aid, including CPR, choking
and drowning prevention. The society organises visits throughout the year in the
community, where students go and teach parents with young children these first aid
skills, allowing them to practise on the baby manikins and providing confidence and
assurance of what to do in the event of their baby stopping breathing. Not only are
they having the chance to meet new people out in the community but they are also
sharing life-saving skills.

FEMENG

As Glasgow University's Female Engineering society, FemEng is a student network
which aims to tackle the gender imbalance within engineering and its effects on
students, the younger generation, and industry professionals. They are passionate
about promoting STEM to the wider community, and volunteer in primary and
secondary schools across Glasgow to do informative presentations, science fairs, and
host interactive fun workshops teaching children about STEM. They hope to inspire
the next generation of children into a career in STEM and act as role models to young
females.
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VEGAN FRESHERS' FAIR

To kick start their year, the Vegan Society held a Food Fair during Freshers’ Week. The
Vegan Society embodies the values of veganism and aims to share those values with
members and non-members alike. Through this food fair they utilised donations from
a number of different companies and managed to giveaway an amazing amount of
free plant-based food. Especially in 2019, the year of sustainability and action for
climate change this event was extremely exciting and inspired not just freshers but
students from all years. With queues out the door, this event was a highlight to many
who visited the campus during Freshers’ Week.

STAG NIGHTS: FANTASY

An incredible, three-night theatre festival showcasing nine original student plays,
this year’s STAG Nights was an immersive event that truly showcased what STAG has
to offer. Going through various challenges including a leak in the venue threatening
to stop the event, it became clear this was the best one yet. Countless people got
involved, and every single person put in a massive amount of effort to make STAG
Nights 2019: Fantasy an unforgettable experience from writers, directors, actors,
stage managers and the rest of the backstage team, technical support, and venue
designers everyone had to pull together to create this event.
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GU MARY’S MEALS BURNS CEILIDH

This Burns Night Mary’s Meals hosted a ceilidh in the Glasgow University Union. Hitting
capacity early in the evening, every level of ability was welcome to attend the event.
Aside from the hours of dancing, which at one point saw attendees doing the strip the
willow out the doors of the debate chambers and across the hall of the GUU, there
was also snacks and a glitter stall available as well as a tempting raffle with prizes
including kayak and escape room experiences. While a great deal of fun was had by
hundreds of members of the university, at the heart of the event was the charity the
society works to support- Mary’s Meals. In total, the event raised a huge £1514.45
for the charity, a sum which will allow the charity to feed another 108 children for a
whole year.

GUCFS JAILBREAK

For the third time, GUCFS ran their Jailbreak. The main objective of this event sees
teams of students compete to get as far as possible away from the university in 36hrs,
without spending any money on transport. In return, the teams receive sponsorship
donations from friends, family and the public, all of which go to support GUCFS’
annual charity partner. This year the event raised a huge £5,359 for the charity with
nine teams taking on the challenge. The winning team managed to get 3693km away
to Cyprus but by the end of the weekend, there were teams dotted all over the map in
Poland, Portugal, Spain, Mallorca and Italy. This event allows students to challenge
themselves and try something completely new whilst also generating coverage for
GUCFS and Glasgow’s Women's Aid.

GU VOLUNTEERING 1 STUDENTS' REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL %

UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW



GU SOUTH ASIAN SOCIETY

GU South Asian Society have worked diligently across the past year to collaborate
with other societies here at Glasgow. Particularly their partnership with the GU
Alexandrian Society has showcased the very best that can happen when societies
come together. Bringing people together and sharing resources has benefited the
society as new friendships and an increased range of events they can facilitate and put
on has occurred. From a charity Diwali Karaoke night with the Beatson cancer charity
to a film screening with the Disney Society, GU South Asian Society’s connections
have brought so much to their members and the members of the societies they have
collaborated with.

GU GERMAN SOCGIETY

Across the year the German Society has not only made efforts to further support
and hold events for its members and community of German speakers, students, or
otherwise interested people but also to foster connections with other societies.
Throughout the year, GUGS has organised smaller events such as a combined
“Stammtisch” and a Pub Quiz with the GU Italian Society, or a movie night with GIST.
However, the partnership to other language societies has been particularly successful,
bringing to life events such as the GU Football World Cup, the Languages Subcrawl or a
reggeaton party in connection to the Guy Fawkes Fireworks during the past semester,
as well as the Cultural Ceilidh. Furthermore, GUGS is constantly working to uphold its
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partnership with the Goethe Institut, of which there are only two in the UK. Through
this partnership our members are made aware of and profit from the Institut's own
events and resources.

GU SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANGCE CLUB

This society has started a new initiative this year to help other societies run their
ceilidhs successfully by offering their experience in finding venues, by recommending
bands suited to the societies needs and budgets, and offering their members to
come along as demonstration dancers, callers, or general help in making the night
a success. This has encouraged further collaboration and communication between
GUSCDC and a variety of other societies and the student bodies across campus.

GLASGOW MARROW

For the fourth year in a row, Glasgow Marrow has collaborated with various Glasgow
University-based sports teams to produce an annual Naked Calendar in aid of
Anthony Nolan. This year Glasgow Marrow recruited the highest total amount of
teams that have ever taken part in the calendar, collaborating with 14 sports teams in
total! Continuing this yearly collaboration truly epitomises the commitment and drive
from the Glasgow Marrow committee to continue these long-lasting relationships and
coordinate the calendar every year. In addition to the sports teams, Glasgow Marrow
also collaborated alongside the Glasgow Uni branch of CoppaFeel in this year's Naked
Calendar, making the month of October on the calendar Breast Cancer Awareness
month, with the Women's Volleyball team proudly wearing CoppaFeel stickers during
the shoots that are visible in the calendar pictures.
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FILM SOCIETY

The Film Society is seen as the perfect opportunity for students to come together to
both enrich their academic experiences and have a place to socialise and meet other
students with similar interests. Specifically looking at showing lesser-known films
the society has diversity goals put in place to screen movies with LGBTQ+ characters,
non-white and non-male directors, and movies in non-English languages. With a
constantly high attendance and socials to complement the screenings, there is plenty
of chances to get involved.

N DE ESPANA

Creating a home from home, this society celebrates and enhances the student
experience and creates a community of Spanish students and speakers here at the
University of Glasgow. Getting involved in sharing traditions from Spain all whilst
exploring the local culture, this society is a welcoming group of students that are
going from strength to strength.
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WALKING SOCIETY

Providing students with the chance to explore Scotland, the walking society have been
dedicated to getting members of the student body walking all across Scotland. From
the Falls of Clyde to Bothwell Castle Walks they have created a welcoming society that
caters for all levels of fitness. They have also introduced First Aid courses alongside
socials and exam de-stress events to provide a wide range of opportunities and skills
to its members.

WAR FILM SOCIETY

Following the need to provide a social element to their degree this society was started
by a group of master’s students looking to expand their understanding whilst also
getting to know each other better. Each week following a film screening there is often
in-depth discussions not just about the action of wars, but also the impact on peoples
lived experiences. Expanding more with new members this society has not only
provided a chance to meet outside a film theatre but is also benefiting the member’s
academic studies.
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GU CAMPUS VOLUNTEERING
STUDENT COMMUNITY

Recognising a student’s or group of students’ achievements to volunteering
on a University of Glasgow Campus. They have demonstrated a desire to go
above and beyond in volunteering on campus helping their fellow peers.

BETH LEISHMAN

!

Beth has been a dedicated Volunteer of the SRC's “Mind Your Mate: Suicide Prevention
Workshops” since 2018. She co-delivers the three-hour workshops teaching her peers
about basic mental health awareness; demystifies myths surrounding suicide; outlines
potential warning signs that a friend is at risk and offers practical examples of how you
can prevent suicides. Advocating for better mental health awareness across campus
the workshops put on help destigmatise and provide students with the skills to better
understand some of the issues Mental Health can create.

LET’S TALK WORKSHOP TRAINERS

The volunteers who deliver the “Let’s Talk about Sexual Violence” workshops, in
partnership with GUSRC and Rape Crisis Scotland, provide a safe space for students
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to discuss sexual violence. Topics covered include the impacts of sexual violence;
survivors’ stories, and ways to build a supportive community; consent; bystander
intervention; and where to find support. For a topic that has been increasingly under
the spotlight, these volunteers have helped deliver more workshops than ever this
year, educating increased numbers of the student population with each volunteer
showing the greatest levels of patience and empathy.

PHILINE VON HIRSCHHEYDT AND SOFIA COSTA ERIKSSON

The Glasgow University Environmental Task Force (GUETF) was formed in early 2019,
as a means of developing a more positive student identity in the West End. Teaming up
with Glasgow City Council, local initiatives like Friends of the River Kelvin and the wider
community, students work shoulder-to-shoulder with local residents to help make
Glasgow a greener, cleaner place for everyone. In November, our GUETF volunteers
took part in a national campaign to plant one million trees across the UK: organised
by the Woodland Trust, the UK's largest woodland conservation charity. Over 2,600
trees were planted in students’ efforts to help tackle climate change, offsetting 650
metric tons of carbon per year, equivalent to the annual carbon impact of the non-
recyclable waste produced by the University. As Co-Convenors of the GUETF, Philine
and Sofia have been nominated for their commitment to its activities, as well as their
enthusiasm and efforts towards sustainability and the environment.
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KETONG ZHANG

The President of the Glasgow Chinese Students and Scholars Association, Ketong
is constantly looking at new ways on how to get people involved in the society and
celebrate his culture. He is always on hand to support and talk to any members of his
society as well as students who approach him with any concerns. He has organised
numerous events throughout the year such as the celebration of the 70th anniversary
of the founding of the PRC or Chinese Culture Week. Recently he has been integral to
supporting a campaign raising awareness on coronavirus and even appeared on a live
stream to discuss the crisis.

DAVID MORLEY

Currently the GUCFS Creative Director, David has shown immense dedication to the
fashion show this year. Spearheading the IN BLOOM editorial campaign he led the
team conceptualising and executing photo shoots, a show video all whilst managing
a team of 43 volunteers. Whilst showing his creative flare he was considerate and
maintained the well-being of all those involved. He is always a positive force who
created a supportive atmosphere for everyone involved to feel comfortable in.
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DANIELA VALENTINA STAVROPOULOU DUQUE

From the formation of GU Salsa, Daniela has been an integral member of the society.
The current Vice-President she runs the classes and week to week supports the
improvement and development of some of the 106 members. She has gone above and
beyond, even lending a hand in training medchir for their annual dance competition.
Beyond the dancefloor, Daniela runs the social aspects of the society. She deserves
recognition for her tireless work and dedication in motivating the members and
inspiring a true love of salsa.

MARK LENNIE

Not only is Mark a real-life superhero, having donated his stem cells a couple of years
ago, but he puts an incredible amount of effort into his work with Marrow. As one
of Glasgow Marrow's Donor Recruitment Coordinators Mark is involved in signing up
volunteers and co-ordinating the societies outreach through stalls, flyering or lecture
shout-outs. This year he has played a key part in Glasgow Marrow having 214 people
being signed up to the stem cell register in one week. He also took on the task of
coordinating the “Glasgow Goes Dating” event raising awareness across campus. He
is an inspiration to his fellow committee members and a motivator for all Glasgow
Marrow volunteers.
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GU MUSLIM STUDENT ASSOCIATION

This year GUMSA got involved in a charity week raising money for orphans and
children in need around the world to aid in various campaigns for these children such
as food, education, providing water and/or medical supplies. Members were involved
in running events, putting on bake sales or collecting donations across campus and
the city. They have also continued their hard work in raising awareness at their events
across the year including that of their Interfaith dinner that saw over 200 members of
staff and students attend to celebrate equality and diversity.

MACMILLAN

Macmillian is a long-standing presence here at Glasgow University promoting the
hard work of Macmillan Cancer Support. With their glitter stands at Hive, their annual
face-painting at the GUU St Paddy’s day celebrations, the ceilidhs they put on and
their famously good bake sales, they strive to raise as much money as possible for a
fantastic charity that maintains its brilliant reputation. The committee continues to go
above and beyond with members looking forward to walking 23 miles in the upcoming
kilt walk over the next few months.
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GU GHARITY FASHION SHOW

Currently in its sixth year, GUCFS is one of the most recognisable societies on campus.
This year GUCFS' fundraising events have placed Glasgow Women's Aid (their
charity partner) and all of the issues surrounding domestic abuse at the very core
and used these to promote the issue to students while spreading awareness of the
charity. Particular events that have stood out include Walk A Mile, which encouraged
participants to swap shoes with someone else to promote the importance of
understanding what it’s like to see things from another person’s point of view. This
year they have also taken the next natural step by putting on two shows, rather than
one for students and the general public to attend expanding on previous years efforts
and building a sustainable format for future years.

GU MARY’S MEALS

GU Mary's Meals have been raising money to provide children in areas of poverty all
over the world with a meal a day in a place of education, the aim of which is to keep the
children in school while tackling the major issues surrounding poverty and starvation.
Over the past five years, the society has continuously put on events and fundraisers to
engage as many students as possible about their cause. From their super successful
ceilidh to individual membership challenges such as living on beans and rice for a
week they are constantly looking at how to raise more money and awareness year

upon year.
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GU VETERINARY MEDIGAL ASSOCIATION - FEEL GOOD FEBRUARY

‘Feel Good February’ campaign is a month dedicated to raising awareness and
decreasing the stigma around mental health. It is a month of activities that are led
by GUVMA, but has a cross-campus approach, utilising not only the student bodies
but allowing clubs and societies to get involved also. Events throughout the month
events include Motivational Mondays - where current students, graduated vets and
members of staff willingly submit stories of how they overcame challenges through
a motivational email that gets circulated throughout the entire student body. Tea
Tuesdays, Throwback Thursdays and lastly, Freebie Fridays where mental health
resources (i.e. notepads with important contact numbers etc...) are circulated through
the whole vet school. It is a fantastic initiative that opens up the conversation about
mental health while uniting students within the vet school with others in the university
and wider world.

GLASGOW STUDENT DANCE GOMPANY - CONFIDENGE AND DIVERSITY

This year GSDC launched their confidence and diversity campaign encouraging
people to get involved and feel comfortable in classes and on the stage. The campaign
celebrates the different talents and backgrounds of everyone and shows that you
don't have to be a professional dancer of 10 years to be able to do it. It also looked at
societal expectations, particularly when looking at body image. Everyone involved has
got behind this initiative creating an empowered group of students who support each
other inside and outside the classroom.
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GLASGOW UNIVERSITY GAME DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY -
DEVELOP YOUR OWN GAME

From October the GUDEV society has been creating a game from scratch. The game
development is done mostly exclusively during dedicated weekly development
sessions lasting around 3 hours and are open to anyone to come in and contribute
to the project. The idea behind the project stemmed from previously attempted year-
long developments. This academic year the society looked back and reflected why
the attempt was unsuccessful, learning from it and bringing forward a new plan of
how to run the project. Creating a game from scratch allows members involved to
exercise new skills from programming to art, music and writing, which tend to require
a different approach in game development than in other applications. The project
benefits greatly from multidisciplinary teamwork.

SUCGESSFUL WOMEN AT GLASGOW - SAFETY ON GAMPUS

In light of the incidents that occurred around the West End in November, SWAG
showed an outpouring of love and support to those who had been affected. This kick-
started and encouraged a partnership with Glasgow and Clyde Rape Crisis. Initiatives
such as walking buses, support pages and signposting were all actively promoted
around campus and on social media. Even tonight they are continuing this campaign
with a Fight for the Night march. The society’s empathetic and dedicated response
to the safety of others highlighted some of the very best that students have to offer.
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ALISON NOBLE

Alison has been an active member of the student community over her time here
at Glasgow. Back in her first and second years, she volunteered with GUSH and
Conversational English Mentoring which sparked her interest in student giving.
Working as part of the Future World Changers programme she has been trying to
work towards her goal of increasing student philanthropy on campus. This year she
has taken on her own project which she calls ‘Campush’. She is attempting to get a
round-up digital donation system on to campus so that giving back to the surrounding
community and the world can become an integral part of student life and hopes one
day this can be a nation-wide University initiative. Her encouragement of all members
of the student community to get involved in giving back is crucial and highlights her
dedication to bettering the lives of the people around her.

KIERAN DOWLING

Kieran Dowling has spent the greater part of the last two years creating the
Govan school of basketball social outreach programme. As the student lead of the
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programme, Kieran has helped recruit 20 basketball players and put them through
coaching training before allocating them schools to coach basketball. The programme
has gone on to influence over 350 kids from the local area with the potential for the
outreach to grow year upon year. Kieran has an ability to keep people motivated
and keen due to his charisma and enthusiasm. He has put everything into this and is
positively impacting the people around him daily.

ANUSHKA NARGUND

Anushka stepped into the role of internal coordinator for GU Nightline in September.
From the moment she was in the position she has ensured continuity and clarity of
direction for her volunteers. Organising and line managing a team of volunteers is
no easy task, but Anushka has supported the work of Nightline both internally and
more recently externally also. She actively checks in with the volunteers personally
and goes the extra mile for them. Over the year she has stepped up when people have
left and ensure the service provided has remained available to the students who need
it most.
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A CAPPELLA SOCGIETY

Now in its third year, the A Cappella Society has created a new, entirely unique spot for
music on campus. Going from strength to strength this year the Acapella society took
their talents all the way to the Scottish Championships representing the University
against their Scottish counterparts. An incredibly talented and passionate group,
the society has developed not only its competitive nature but expanded to a wider
social group that allows members with a wide range of vocal abilities to try acapella.
Hopefully from their performance tonight you can see just why they deserve the
recognition of being nominated in this category.

GLASGOW STUDENT DANCE COMPANY

Glasgow Student Dance Company is an established society on campus that boost over
180 members being taught in 24 different classes and styles of dance. The society
is continually growing and working to create accessible and inclusive classes for all
abilities. From flash mobs to masterclasses and charity performances, GSDC is willing
to perform everywhere from other clubs/society’s events to even performances in the
iconic cloisters. All their hard work accumulated in their February Dance show. A true
team effort, GSDC is known as being welcoming and diverse. The implementation of
their “Confidence and Diversity in Dance” campaign highlights the efforts that have
gone into welcoming every one of every level of ability to the society. Not only do they
showcase their talents around campus, but they have also travelled across the country
representing the University of Glasgow brilliantly at many national competitions.

STUDENTS' REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL
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UG RACING

A unique and specialised society, UG Racing provide an educational experience to its
members through the design, manufacturing and the racing of a single-seat formula-
style racing car. This year the society has looked into becoming more accessible
running a pioneering campaign to encourage access for disabled people in the world
of motorsport winning them third place at the international IMechE Formula Student
Business Strategy Award out of over 150 entries. They have also begun to race in
international competitions as only one of only two Universities from the UK to race
at the Formula Student Germany event this coming summer. This society provides
hands-on experience in a highly competitive and realistic environment allowing for
the development of engineering skills for all their student members.

GU MARY’S MEALS

One of our most recognisable charity societies on campus, Mary’s meals members can
be seen around campus in their bright blue tops. With a relatively small membership,
the society sees some incredibly dedicated efforts. Four years ago the society made
£1700 as their fundraising total, however this year they almost matched that from one
event showing just how much they have progressed in recent years. To increase the
amount raised the society has held a diverse range of events and this is reflected in
innovative ideas and determined attitudes to create awareness for the charity. From
traditional bake sales to pancake days, glitter stalls and a church event where they
sought daffodils, this reflects their commitment to reach out to the wider community
to help further the support for the charity.
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For this event to be put on it takes a mountain of effort from people across the
SRC and the University. Firstly, thank you to the University Bedellus, AVIT and
Hospitality for helping facilitate and setting-up a wonderful night for us all to
enjoy. To the SRC admin team thank you for facilitating the nomination process
and the RSVPs for this evening as well as helping finalise all the last-minute
details, to the SRC Comms team thank you for helping with the social media
coverage of this event and to Jamie for the creation of these programmes for us
all to enjoy. Further thanks are to be given to the members of the SRC council
here tonight and those who helped throughout the shortlisting process, your
dedication and time made the process of selecting the winners from the high
quality of nominations slightly easier.

To GU Volunteering’s Dave and Gemma, thank you for all the support and
guidance you have provided over the past few months, it has been invaluable.
Furthermore, to all the invited guests and members of SMG thank you for your
continued support and help in recognising the effort of some of the very best
the University has to offer. Without your help to facilitate and support this event
it would not happen.

Finally, and most importantly, thank you to each and every member of every
club and society here at Glasgow. Having the chance to recognise just a fraction
of all your hard work is an absolute pleasure. The amount of effort, dedication
and passion you all put into running and participating in your extra-curricular
activities is admirable and something you all should be incredibly proud of. |
hope to see your successes continue throughout the remainder of this year and
into the next.

Thank you for attending tonight, see you all soon xo

v
Kirsty Summers

Vice-President Student Activities
Glasgow University Students’ Representative Council
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CATEGORIES:

7
GU Club or Society of the Year

4 GU Club or Society Member of the Year
GU Club or Society Event of the Year
GU Club or Society Best Campaign of the Year
GU New Club or Society of the Year
GU Club or Society Charitable Giving of the Year
GU Club or Society Working Together Award
GU Volunteer & World Changer of the Year
GU Clubs & Societies Volunteering - Community Outreach
GU Campus Volunteering - Student Community
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